
BULWER

T
he Bulwer Purple Prose
Project is urgently seek-
ing submissions of

dreadful writing of the purple
kind – the opening sentence
to the worst novel ever. The
quirky little literary contest’s
deadline is coming up with
alacrity. It’s the Ides of March.
That’s the 15th, of course. 

The horrible turns of
phrase will be feted at a hilar-
ious country supper on Satur-
day, Mar. 29. The winners –
selected by a highly esteemed
and highly secret jury – will
receive their just reward – a
pittance! Ahem. Remember
the penny? 

This is the second Bulwer
purple prose project. Two big-
time winners of the 2013 edi-
tion were Jerome Krause of
Ayer’s Cliff and Mead Baldwin
of Way’s Mills. The Bulwer
Community Centre was full
to cracking with an audience
of 99, lots of side-splitting
laughter, and a good deal of
good food and great music.

The emcee was Ross Murray of
Stanstead. He plans to be back
again this year, too.

Here is the winning sen-
tence in last year’s Romance
category, by Mead Baldwin.
“The young starstruck Romeo,
who had never ventured this
far into the esoteric world of
romance, stared vacantly into
the large warm beautiful eyes
of his heart’s desire, knowing
that their love would never be
complete, because he was but
a young inexperienced farm-
hand, and she was a Jersey
cow.”

The project is named after
Edward George Earle Lytton
Bulwer-Lytton. So is the tiny
village of Bulwer, about 15
kilometres east of
Lennoxville. It used to be
called Williams Corner. The
local lore is that Lord Bulwer
stopped at their train station
in the mid-1800s. The villagers
were so impressed by his visit
that they renamed their busy
village after him.

Lord Bulwer was a British
politician and also an im-

mensely popular novelist. He
made a fortune writing penny
novels. He’s known for his
purple prose – long and flow-
ery sentences. One of the
most famous is the opening
sentence of the novel, Paul
Clifford. Even Snoopy bor-
rowed the first seven words of
it. Here’s how it goes:

“It was a dark and stormy
night; the rain fell in torrents
– except at occasional inter-
vals, when it was checked by
a violent gust of wind which
swept up the streets (for it is
in London that our scene lies),
rattling along the housetops,
and fiercely agitating the
scanty flame of the lamps
that struggled against the
darkness.” 

One of the new submis-
sions already up on the Bul-
wer Purple Prose website is
about another more recent
“lord,” locally known as Char-
lie Bury. It reads, “When no
one was looking, Lord Bury of
Birchton let a laugh out of his
belly as he pondered the lead
story for the next day’s edi-
tion of the daily broadsheet,
which had a long tradition of
social notes much to the cha-
grin of the younger folks, and
took the pencil from behind
his ear as the telephone
rang.”

Also on the website are the
contest rules. They’re short
and sweet. Each entry should
consist of only one sentence,
preferably less than 60 words

long. Eastern Townships resi-
dents are welcome to partici-
pate. There is no participation
fee. As they come in, submis-
sions are posted anony-
mously. The website is at
bulwerpurpleprose.word-
press.com. Submissions are
invited by email to Bulw-
erPPP@gmail.com. 

The organizing committee
has expanded this year. Linda
Dillabough heads the group.
Working behind the scenes
are Mead Baldwin, Rachel
Garber, Janice LaDuke,
Michelle Lepitre, Linda Morra,
Ross Murray, Judy Palmer and
Peggy Roy. 

And in the kitchen at the
Bulwer Community Centre is
a whole other group working
to prepare the country sup-
per. The menu is replete with
great home-made food such
as Lord Bulwer may have
tasted during his visit in the
1800s. Musicians are also
lined up for the programme.
The proceeds of the supper go
to support the Bulwer Com-
munity Centre. Meal tickets
are $20 for students, seniors
or those in 1800s costume,
and $25 for others. 

To get your tickets, visit the
Black Cat Books at 168E
Queen Street, Lennoxville, or
call 819-346-1786. As Lady Jan-
ice LaDuke of the Black Cat
Books says, “It’s a literary con-
cern of local import!”

Source: Rachel Garber.

Ben by Daniel Shelton

Weather

TODAY:
FREEZING
RAIN, WINDY

HIGH OF -4
LOW OF -4

SATURDAY:
CLOUDY,
SHOWERS

HIGH OF 3
LOW OF -2

SUNDAY:
CLOUDY,
FLURRIES

HIGH OF -4
LOW OF -5

MONDAY:
CLOUDY,
FLURRIES

HIGH OF -8
LOW OF -11

TUESDAY:
MIX OF SUN
AND CLOUDS

HIGH OF -7
LOW OF -16
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Winter’s end
concert by Le

Choeur des
Sangs Mêlés

W
inter is gradually releasing
its hold, and we are prepar-
ing a concert to mark the

shift to spring, with its festivals of
rebirth and harmony. A basket of a
cappella songs from around the
world: songs of celebration, solidar-
ity and affirmation of our shared
humanity.

Here are the dates and venues:

Saturday March 22 at 8 p.m., 
at the Unitarian Universalist

Church of North Hatley (rue Main)

Sunday March 23 at 3 p.m., 
at Église St-Patrick, King St. W.,

Sherbrooke

Saturday March 29 at 8 p.m., 
at  Église St-Luke, rue Des Pins,

Magog

Sunday March 30 at 3 p.m., 
at Waterville United Church (rue

Principale)

Please note the dates and spread
the word.

In harmony, Manou, Nathalie, Cé-
cile, Sophie, Sangi, Marie-Chantal,
Christine, Carol, Babao, Alex,
Maxime, Louis and Mikel.

GUARANTEED $1,000,000 PRIZE 40073975-02
(Non-decomposable complete number)

Draw results:

In the event of discrepancy between this list and the official winning list of Loto-Québec, the latter shall prevail.
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Next grand prize (approx.) $5,000,000

+  10 PRIZES OF $1 MILLION

Tonight, $50 MILLION
(approx.)

Purple prose wanted

RA GARBER

Some of the big winners of the 2013 Bulwer Purple Prose pittances – Susan Mastine, Jerome Krause, Joyce Booth and Mead Baldwin – with
Master of Ceremonies Ross Murray.


